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Laid downe briefly and 
plainely by way of Queſtion 


and Anſwer. | 


1. pet. 3. 1 3. 

Fauctiſie the Lord God in your hearts, and be 
ready alwayes to gine an Anſwer to enery man 
that asketh you a reaſon of the hope that is in 
jou, with meckuefſe and feare, 

: | 
3 _LONDON, 
Printed by g. AN. for Robert Bird, and are 
to be fold at his ſhopat the ſigne of the 
Bible in Saint Laurence · lane. 
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Chriſtian Religion, 


Ho made the world, 
7 TH] Heanenand Earth? 
Anſw. God, the 
Father, Son,and 
* Poly Ghoſt, th2& 

perſons and one God, Eternall, Om⸗ 
nipotent, inviſible, allſafffcient, infi- 

nite in his molt bleſſed Elſence. 

Q. How proue you God to be three 

Perſons, and thoſe to bo one God in Eſ- 
ſence ? 
A. r.Joh.5.7. There are thz& that 
beare reco2d in heauen, the Father, the 
Moꝛd, and the Holy Gholt ; and theſe 
th:& are one. 

Q. Whereofdid God anke or create 


the World? 


A. Df Nothing. 
Q. How know you this? 


A. By faith kronnded anche Wozd Heb.n1.s- 


Q Bao 


E a T he grounds 0 


1A 15. 


* CP 


Q. Wherefore” did God create all 
things? od ed 
A. Foz hisowne glozy,Pral.2g.1. & 
Pro. 16.4. 
Q. What was the chiefe creature on 
= that God made: 

A. Pan. 

Q. Wheredf did God make man? 

A. Of the duſtof the earth, bzea- 
thing into him a lining reaſonable 


louie immoztall. 


A. In what ſtate was man made ? 


In the image of God, in righte- 


vuſneſſe without ſinne, and in a ſtate 
df bleſſedneſte. 
2. Whereof was the woman made 
A. Df the mans rib, that they might 
be as one, inſeparable, and that all 


men might tome ok one blond. 


2 What couenant made hee with 
them? ? 

A. A couenant of wozkes , which 
whits they kept, they Gould liue hap- 
pil in an earthly paradiſe. 


Q.. How did God: try their obedi - 


ence { ce? 


A. By fozbidding them the eating 
8 a tree, Gen. a. 17 


8 E Didrhoyobſeru it? 
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A. No: 55 
Q. How ſoꝰ 


A. Satan in the ſerpent fold them a- 


lie, which they' belcening fell from 
God, 1 ao 
Q, What became of them then? 


A. By ſinne they loſt God, and hap. - 
pineſſe, & became the childꝛen of death, 


co2pozall, ſpiritoall, eternall, and ſub⸗ 


iect to all kind of milery1 in 1281 _ 


and in hell fire. 
7. is this to vs? 


A. It concernes vs neerely: foz heres 
by we are all made guilty ol their finne 


and puniſhment. 

. How prouę you that? 

A. Rom. 5. 1 2. Fo2 both when our 
firſt parents receined the Commande- 


ment, and when they bꝛake if, we were 


all in their loincs , fo that we ſinned 
and fell in and with them. Secondly, 
we are conceived and bozne in oziginall 
ſinne, being of the cozrupt ſ&de of A- 
dam. 

9. What example haue ye to ſhew 
this? 

A. A fathers treaſon againſt his 
Pzincs cuts off all his poſterity from 


* he inheritance by mans law, And ſe- 


. 
| 


3Cor.z.5 
Phil. 2. 13. 


P.. 49.7. 


Gen.. 


Eph. 5.2. 


gh. 3. 16. 


T he grounds of 


Exo. 21.4 4 0 a bondſlaues childꝛen are all 


bozne ſlaues by Gods law. Such are 
we by nature. 

2. But are we not able to recouer 
our ſelues from our fall ? 

A. There is no meanes left in vs to 
doe it, fo2 neither haue we will, noz 
power to doe any good at all; noz tan 
wee ſatisſie Gods tuſtice foz the leaſt | 
©. Had not Adam free will os | 
his fall, and hath not man the ſame 
Rill? f ER 

A. Adam befoze his fall had free will, 
but now he hath quite loſt his ;free- 
dome of will to any god, and is be- 
come the ſeruant of ſinne, the imagi- 
nations of his heart onely euill conti- 
nuallp , being dead m treſpaſſes and 
finnes.. 

Q. Then our caſe is moſt miſerable, 
Bur is there no helpe for vs? 

A. None in the wozld, but in God 
alone. 

2. What meanes hath God giuen 
to recouer vs from this vnſpeakeable 
miſery : 7 8 


A. Bis vnſpeakeable mercy and free 


A 3, {otic hath found out the onely all-ſufti- 
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tient meanes, euen his owne Bonne 


whom he hath ſont. 


2. How is the Sonne of Godameans 


for vs d 


A. By taking our nature of Adam 
into the vnity ol his diuine perſon, and 
ſo Jeſus Chꝛiſt God : man became a 
perfect Saniour, in dying foz our ſins, 
and riſing againe foz our Jultificati- 
on. 2 

Q. What be the benefits which Chriſt 
hath procured vnto vs by his life and 
death? EW „ 

A, Twofold :; 1. a frdome from all 
* carſeſpirituall, tempozall, and eter. Gal 448. 
nall. 2. A fall intereſt in all gad 33 
hangs, ſpirifuall, fempozall and efer- 
nall, 
.,9., Are not all ſtill ſubiect to death, 
0 and manifold miſeries in this 
. | 

A. Pes; but all that are redeemed 
by Chzilt, are fred from the curſe of 
death, of diſeaſes and miſeries, not 
to be hurt oꝛ overcome by them. 
2. How did Chriſt free vs from the 
curſe? 

A. By being made a curſe foz us, bn · 


dergoing the curſe in our ſteads. Gal. 3. 
f - G. 


_ * Bo oo — — 
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vnderwent this curſe ? 
A. Che elect of Godoner the wozlg 


in all 0 whom Chꝛiſt accozding ta 
[ch.6.395 his Fathers a Pn, redeemed, - 


euel. 5, 9. Ioh. J. 2. & 10, 15. Luk. 7. 
68. Act. 20,28. Eph. 5. 23. 25, 26. Pſal. 
I 30 8. Rom. 9. 6,7, 8. 

Q What meane you by the elect of 
God ? 

A. A tertaine number of men who 
God out ok his fre loue, fanour and 
Rom 11 gracedid from all eternity choſe ont ot 
| Rom-8-35 matkind, p2eveſtinating them by an 
22 „ pnchangeabig parpoſe and decrer ta e 
* ternall life and glozp. 

Did not God chaſe men out of a 
foreſight of their willingneſſe to receiue 
grace, and of their faith and perſeuerance 
therein? 

A. No, in no wile: but he choſe 

— 7˙7 bs meerely becauſe he loued bs. ethaf 
Rom: zo fo; his oWne ſake, to hein the glozious 
Eph 1.4. riches of his grace, and he choſevs 


that we might ling, and fo bee holy in 


E. 1s bringing fozth fruit,and that our fruit 
might remaine. 

Ql Is Gods election then the foun- 
dation and firk cauſe of all our bap- 


Q But who are they for him Chriſt 
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pineſſe and ſaluation. | 
A. Pes ſurely; fozeleding bs freely 


ont of his meere loue, foz this very 
cauſe he giues vs his Bonne to re- 


|, deeme vs, to bee the autheur and ſi⸗ 


niſher of our faith, and ſaluation. 

Q But how may wee come to Eno 
wherber we be elected or no? 

A. Byour being in Ch:ilt, and la- 
bouring to make our calling and elg- 
ttion ſure by faith, and aholy life. '2 2. 
Pet. 1. 10, | 
Q But how come wee to bee in 
Chriſt ? 

A. By beleeving in um alone foz 
Caluation. 4 6. 

Q. But are we not to belevite:i in God 
the Father alſo, and in God the holy 
Ghoſt? : 

A. Pes turelg, we beleene in God 5 
Father in and by CThꝛiſt, in God the 
Sonne by the holy holt, all the'thzee 
perſons being ©topnt anthours and 
wozkers of our ſalnation, wherein 
they are diſtinguiſhed onely „ not di- 
uided. 

Z. What is that faith whereby we 
beleeue in Chriſt alone, as ſent of the 
Father, and anoynted by the hol 


| Rom.. 


10 


ang 02 wozb but onely as an infira- 


Ghoſt, for © our D 82 
A. It is a lauing, lining. tulkiping 

faith, being a ſpeciall wozke of the 
Spirit of Chziſt, and gift of grace, 
wherevp the heart ſtedfaffly belæueth 
in Chziffs righteouſneſſe imputed vn⸗ 
to the bel&ner, by which righteonſnes 
of Chꝛiſt imputed he ſtanvs perfectly 
tultified in Gods ſight from all his 
ſins, and ſo hath an intereſt to eternall 
life in and with Chꝛiſt, as fellow-heirs 
with him. 

Q. Why doe you call faith in a Chriſt 
a ſauing faith? 

A, De diſlinguitſh it from c common 
hiſfozicall faith, —— Iam. 2. 19, 
and to ſhow it to be an inſtrument of 
ſalnation by Chꝛiſt. 

Q. Why doe you call ir aliuing faith? 

A. Becauſe vniting the heart and 
ſoule to Chꝛiſt, there is a communion 
of ſpirituall life: as Gal. 2. 20. this 
faith aiſo wozking by lone , whereby 
it is known from a dead faith, as Iam. 
32.17 


faith > 7 
A. Hot that it doth iuſkiſie vs as 


2. Why call ye it a iuſtifying 


. m a XxX” 
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ment, applying Chꝛiſis righfeouſneſſe. 
to our tuſfification. | 

9. How is this faith wrought i in the 
heart ? 8 
A. By the Spirit of Chiilt, and 
that za by hearing: the wozd 
pꝛeached. 

Q. Why: call vou this faigh a-gift of 
grace? 777 

A. Becauſe it is not of our ſelues,. 
but it is the irie gift of God: as-Eph. z. 
8. P hil. 1 1. 29. Fs | 

2. How is this faith ſtedfalt? 

A. In a twofold regard: firſf of 


+ ſure enidence: ſecondlp,.-of perſeue⸗ 


rance. 

2. May a belecuer then be fare of = 
ſaluation by faith? 

A. Pes hee is, and ought to be ſo: 
[2. Cor. 13.5. 

Q Doth not a beleeuer often doubt of 
his ſaluation? 
A. Pes he map, during ſome ſkrong 


it of temptation: pet as the ſunne vn- 


der a cloud ſhineth all the while, though 
we ſe it not: ſo faith vnder the cloud 
of temptation bel&ueth truely though 
we file it not. 

But may not this faith bee quite 


. ˙ ˙.w̃ ˙ wm ̃̃ͤuiJljnßüß 2 ĩ ??! —— — — 


12 The groundt of 
extinguiſhed and loſt for euere 68715 
A. No.nof poſſbly."* "M1203 | 
2. Hawfo®* Z1 
A. Firſt, becauſe it is afr& ite of | 
grace, 763 the gifts aud calling of God 
are withsutrepentante. Detondip, be- 
caufe he _ truely belæueth hath efer-: | 
nall life} ans walt nor come into con- 
demnation, but is paſſed from death: 
vnto life. "Whirdly; becailſe Ehzift p2 2 
* oo faile nüt, Whofe 
my nds be 4 Four kh⸗ 
ly, becanfe's an op thep power 
of God 78880 kaith bud Taluation. 
Fifthly; from the 5 — of tautng | 


grate, Jer, 32. 40. and 1. Ioh, 3.9. 
2. Is nok this a docking of preſi mp. 


tion | 

N. Nothing! ele: it being adocring N 
of ſingular comfoꝛt to Gods child, fa 
incourage and ſtrengthen him againſt | 
Satans temptations, and owne infir- |: 
mities,as knowing that his faith ſhall | 
not faile; noz ſtands it with the na- | 
ture of atrne belcuer to becarelefſeof | 
his ſaluation;, becaule he is ſure of it, | 
fth he knowerh that'ſalnafion is not | 

attained, but by the meanes appointed 
God he hath in him an inward pꝛin⸗ 


* ee iii 363 Yo 
REM F. 1 * 
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% | ripleof grace holding him on towards 0h. 35 
. | perfection. _ X. 2.27. 
Q. But doth faith onely iuſtifie Doe 
not workes alſo iuſtifie? 
A. Faith onelp iuftifieth as an in- 
fſtrument, and that perfeitlp in Gods 
ſight: wozks are ſaid to iuſtiſie befoꝛe 
men, but not befoze God: as Rom. 4. 
21. Iam. 2.18. _— 
2. But are not good workes neceſ- 
ſary to ſaluation? 9097 
| * A. Pes, but not as meritozions cau- 
| ſes of ſaluation, but onelp as fruits of 
faith and duties of loue, and they ap- 
7 pointed vs to walk in to the king- 
dome; being created in Chziſt Jeſus 
| bnto god wozkes, that we ſhould walk 
in them that accoꝛding to them, not fo 
them, we map freely receiue the recom 
penle of reward. 


y 


| . 9. But are not beleeuers altogether 
| freed fromthe morall Law by Cbriſt, it 
| beingthat couenant of works made with 
Adam in paradiſe before the fall, do this, 
and liue? „ 
A. Chiiltthe ſecond Adam, by his 
exact ful filling ofthe Law, and ſuffe- 
ring the penalty of our tranſgreſſions, 
bath krerd vs from the rigour and curſe 


bt it: but pet he hath left it as a rule of 


- direttion foz a holp life. 
.9., How proue you that? 


* 
7 
$ 


A. By the very manner of gining | 
\ 
the decalogne oz ten commandements, | 


ann Sins; Bhere befozs- 


the Lozdſaith,J am the L02d thy God, | 
Which haue brought thee out of: the 


land ot Egypt, out of the houſe of bon- | 


Duage: and khereupon inferreth, Thou 


ſhalt haue no other Gods befoze mee, 


©. Why? what is the meaning of 
thoſe words, I am the Lord thy God, 
which brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the houſe of bon- 
dage? 5 | 
Qi. Thep are not onelp a hiſtoꝛp, but 
a mylery; containing a clere type and 
figure of our redemption by Chzift 
from our ſpirituall bondage vnder Sa- 
tan and finne. Do that that conenant 
in Sing being rightly and ſpiritually 


btiderffodd; was not the firſt cones ; |. 


nant of wozkes ginen to the firſt 4- 
dam, but it was the very enangeli- 
tall, tp ſecond Conenant of grace. 
and faith gtuen in Chzilt the lecond 
Adam. %% LE ES 2 SY l 


| 


ä 2 — — 


dhe bel ; wy - ew , the Law was no 
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is not of faith: how then comes the law 
to be giuen vnder faith? 

A. The lab in that plate is taken 
fo the firſt conenantf, to wit, of wozks, 
Which hath no communion with faith 
belonging to the ſecond conenant. But 


the Law as it is giuen in mount Sins, 


the literall veile being remoued, is not 
deliuered as the firſt couenant, but as a 
rule of conuerſation to the faithfall vn⸗ 
der the ſecond couenant. 

Q. But the Apeſtle calls the giuing of 
the Law in mount Sina the firſt coue- 
nant, ſtanding in oppoſition to the ſe- 
cond, as Agar to Sara, the bond- wo- 


man to the free, Sina to Sion and Ieruſa- 


lem? 7 

A. The Apoffle compares it ſo on. 
lp in regard of the liter all killing ſenſe, 
to which the carnall Jew was tapti⸗ 


* nated, and thereby ſlaine, while not 
looking bnto Chziſt the redemer, that 
bought them out of the ſpirituall E⸗ 


appt and bondage, they ſought to be in- 


|| Lifted by the wozkes of the Law, 


which Saint Paul beates downe in 
that epiſkle fo the Galatians. But to 


2. But the Apoſtle ſaith, * The Law Galla. 12. 


Mar: ri other, but the ſwet yoake, and light 


16 The ground « 
bur then of Chꝛit. 
Qi. Shew me then the proper diffa. 
rences between the firſt Couenant and 
the ſecond? . 

A. The oppoſite ditkꝛrences between 
the two couenants are theſe? 

Firſt : the firſt couenant was of 
mans wozkes: the ſecond of Gods 
gracs ; and theſe two are vnreconcilea⸗ 
ble. Rom. 1 1. 6. 7 

The ſecond: The üirſt couenant was pi 
made with adam, and all his poſferi- | | 
" ty vniuerlally: the ſecond onelp with | 
Abzahams. led, called the womaus |: 
ſed, Gen. 3.15. fo wit, Chꝛiſt and all | | 
thee elect. ; 

The third: The firſt couenant lad 
vpon mans owne righteouſneſſe: the 
ſecond ſtands bpan anothers righte- 
ouſneſſe, to wit, Chzilts righteouſnes, 
made ours by imputation. 

The fourth: The firſt cauenant tod 
vpon the mutability of mans will, and 
therefoze was quickly bzoken : but the 
ſecond ſtands firme vpon the lure foun⸗ 
dation of- Gods immutable vnchange⸗ 
able will, good pleaſure, and purpoſe 


in himſelſfe, and Io gan neuer be bag: 


» 
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ken, called an euerlaſting couenant. 
The fifth: The fürſt was acouenant 
of iuſtice without mercy : the ſecond 
was a tonenant of mere mercy. Pſal. 
89. 28. pet in Chꝛiſt iuſtice and mercy 
met together. Pſal. 85 10. | 
The firt: The fir ſt touenant had no 
other reward reuealed to the firſt A⸗ Ez. 9. 
dam (from the earth carthy) but what Rom. 11. 
was confineo to the earthly Pai adiſe: 7. 
but the ſecod hath the kingdomeet hea 
nen reuealed in Chziſt (the ſecond A- 
dam thei Lozd from heauen) and by 
him purchaſed and p2epared bnto all 
the ciec. So that naturall moꝛaliſts 
are here rewarded with outward blel⸗ 
ſings: ſo Gods childꝛen are here afflij- 
ed, but their reward is in heauen. 
. It ſhould ſeeme then, that the e- 
ſtate we haue in and by Chriſt, is infi- 
nitely better then that which we loſt in 
Adam? 
A. Pes certainly, and that in regard 
ok many moze pꝛiuiledges and pꝛero- 
gatiues, then haue vet been mentioned: 
fo; by this we are partakers ot the di- 
uine nature, made one mpſticall bodp 
of Chꝛiſt, bnited to him our head, 
made the adopted Donnes of God, co- 


$a The groun⸗ ds 0] 


heires with Chit, baning the holy an⸗ 
gels appointed foz our guardians, 
which Adam had not, till after the fall 


he beleened in Chzilt. Pal. 91. 11. Heb. 
1. 6. 14+ Againe we haue in Chꝛiſt ſuch 


a kind of ſanctification and holineſſe, 
as Adam neuer had; foz Adams righ- 
teouſneſſe was a created righteonſ- 
neſſe, connaturall vnto him: but ours 
is a righteonſneſſe and holineſſe that 
fioweth from Chziſf our head, as 
beames from that. ſunne, and as 
fircames from that fountaine, into all 
his myſticall members; yea they are 
the graces of Chzilt gloziſted, ſo as 
they are of a glozified nature; as 2. 
Cor. 3.18. Rom. 6. 4, 5. 1. Cor, 15.455 
4647748, 49. 

2. How is the couenant of grace ſea- 
led vnto vs? 

A. By foure ſeales: firſt by the ſeale 
ofthe holy Ghoſf. 2 Cor. 1. 20, 21, 22. 
and Eph. r. 13. and . 30. Hetondly, by 
the leale of faith. Ioh- 3.33. and 1. Ioh. 


5. 10. Thirdly, by the two @acra- 


ments, Baptiſme, and the Lozds 
Supper. 

Q. How prone ne the bacraments 
to be ſenles ? g/g? 70 1 
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A. Rom. 4. 11. Circumtiſion was 


a deale ot Abzahams faith, and of the 


Conenant sf grace, which God made 


with him. 


Q. But doe not the Sacraments of 
the new Teſtament differ from thoſe of 
the old ?- | 

A. Thep differ not in regard cf 
their dinine inſtitution, end and vſe, 
all of them pointing out Chꝛiſt vnto 
bs in his death, whereby the Coue- 
nant of grace wazratified: onely cir- 
cumciſton, and the Paſchall Lambe 
popnted out Chailf to come, and 
Baptiſme and the Lozvs Supper 
point him out already come, as the 
Lambe flaine. ET 

Q. What other argument haue you 
to prooue all the Sacraments, as well 
thoſe of the Old Teſtament, as thoſe 
of the New, tobe ſeales of the Coue - 
nant of grace? 

A. This : thatallof them as fypes 
oz ſignes point bnto Chꝛiſts death, 
wherein the Conenantf is ratifisd. 

Q. How may a Sacrament be defined, 
or what isa Sacrament e 
A. ASacrament is a ſacred action 


of Chtilts inſtitution, wherein the vi⸗ | 
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ſibleelements ſanctified by the Moꝛd, 
doe not onely ſignifie and repꝛeſent to 
the outward ſenſes , but alſo inffrn- 
mentally conuep and ſeale ta the faith 
of the receiuer that holy inviſible grace 
whereof it is a ſigne and ſeale. 

9. How proue you this definition 
of a Sacrament? And firſt how proue you 
a Sacrament to be an action? 

A. By theſereaſons.1. Becauſe it is 


no longer a ſacrament, then it is in the 


action. 2. Becauſe the foꝛce and effica- 
ty of the lacrament conſiſts in the atti- 
on rightly perfoꝛmed. oe 

2. How proue you this in the Sacra - 
ments? | 

A. Thus circumciſion is an action, 
the cutting off the fozeskin : The ſlay- 
ing and eating of the Palleouer is all in 
action ; lo baptizing an action ſo of the 
Lozds Supper, the whole celebzation 
of it is action, as conſecrating, giuing, 
receining, eating, dꝛinking. al is action. 
Do this in remembꝛance of me. 

©. What vie make you hereof? 

A. Merebp J learne, that that is no 
ſacrament,which is idly gazed vpon, oz 
reſerued in a box, o2 carryed about in 
ſolemne pomp, to be adozed foz Chzilt, 


. 
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but is very Idol. 

Q. Why call you the Sacrament an 
action ſacred? 

A. In regard of the parties connerſant 
about the lacrament, who are all * 
cred. 

2. W bo are they? 

A. The — of the Goſpel 1 the 
communicants, & the holp Ghoſt woz⸗ 
king in and bp them. 

. What ĩs theaction of the miniſter a- 
bout the ſacrament of the Lords Supper? 

A. To lanctiſie oz conſecrate ths 
elements by the Moꝛd of God @ pꝛav- 
er to aſacramentall oꝛ holy ble. 2. Be 
is to cafe and dzinke the Lozds Sup⸗ 
per. 3. He is to diſkribute the conlecra⸗ 
ted bꝛead and wine vnto the people the 
communticants. 

2 What doth the Miniſters action in 
conſecrating the elements, and diſtribu- 
ting of them to the people, fignific ? 

A. Mis conſecrating of the elements 


| fianifieth Chꝛiſts conſecrating of dim⸗ 


ſeife fo bs; his difiributing of them 
fo euerp Communicant ſfgnificth, 
Chit gineth himlelke to euerp true 


bel&ever. 
. What is the 2 tien of the holy 
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Ghoſt about the Sacrament ? 

A. Toſeals inwardly to the belee- 
ning ſoule of the communitant, the me⸗ 
rits and vertue of Chꝛiſts death. 

Q What is the action of the Com- 
municants in the Lords Supper? 

A. Twofold: x. Outward, with the 
hand of the bodp, to take eate, dzinke: 
2. In ward, with the hand of the ſoule, 
to wit faith, to receine, and ſpiritually 
to feed bpon the body and blond of 
Chꝛiſk. And with thele two is ioyned 
the action of pꝛaper and thanksgiuing 
in the bery act of receiuing. 

f a is the miniſter ſacred or 

O 

A By his minifferiall calling, as 


he ought alſo to be holy in his conuer⸗ 


ration. 

2. What if he be profane in his life? 

A. Pet that hinders not, but tha the 
map adminiſter the Sacrament , lith 
his calling is holy. 

2. How is the Communicant ſacre d 
or bol y? 


A. Not onelp bp his common cal- | 


ling, as he is a Chꝛiſtian, whereby he 
hath aright to the outward 02dinance : 


ut ſpecially by his holy faithano life, | 


- 
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being a lining member of Ch2iff, by 
which he hath an infereſt to Chꝛiſt him⸗ 
ſelfe in the o2dinances. | 

Q. May none of theſe three agents, 


the holy Ghoſt, the Miniſter, the Com- 1 Cor'c1, 
municants be wanting to make vp the 23. 


fall Sacrament? 

A. No ſir, The miniſter map nat 
communicate alone, without the peo⸗- 
ple communicating with him; and the 
element is of no efficacy , without the 
holp Ghoſt do apply the in ward grace, 
which he doth to euerp beleuer. 

©. Lou ſay a Sacrament is inſtituted 


of Cbriſt: why ſo? may not the Church 


inſtiuute a Sacrament ? 

A. No: onely Chꝛiſt is the authour 
of a Sacrament : foꝛ theſe reaſons: 1. 
becauſe he is the authour of ſaluation, 
and therefoze he onely may appoint the 
meanes, as the Wozd 6 Sacraments 2 
ſecondly, becanſe Chꝛiſt only can make 
the Sacraments ettectuall by his ſpirit: 
thirdlp, becauſe his heauenly wiſedome 


knew beſt how and wherof to inſtitute 
the ſacramentall ſignes, 92 elements. 


Q. But may not the Church diſpenſe 
with the Sacraments, as by altering of 
them, by adding or taking away? 

** 1 EY 
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A. No, in no cafe, N i bzings that 
curſe, Reuel. 22. 18. 19. Deut. 4. 2. & 
12. 55 Pro. 30. 6. 


A May not the cup be taken away 
in he Lords Supper? 


A. No: fo2 it is the communion ot 
the bloud of Cbzift, 

2. Is not the bloud of Chriſt contai- 
nedin his body, which is repreſented 
vnder the formes of bread ? and is not 
the cup then ſuperfluons ? 

A. Neither is Chzifts body carnally 
vnder the foꝛmes of bzead : noz1s the 
bzead (uffictent alone to repzeſent 


Chziſts death, without the cup, which 


powꝛed out doth repꝛeſent the ſhedding 
of Chꝛiſts bloud foz vs, as the bꝛead 
broken doth the breaking of his bodp. 

And Chailts oꝛdinante muſt in no loꝛt 
be bꝛoken. 

Q. But doth not the bread & wine, af- 
ter the words of conſecration, ceaſe to 
be bread and wine, their ſubſtance being 
changed or tranſubſtantiated into theve- 
ry body and bloud of Chriſt, nothing but 
the colour, and ſauour of the elements re- 
maining ? | 


A. The bꝛead and wine being con- 


lecrated by the woꝛd e pꝛaper, receiue a 
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change indeed in regard of their bſe, be- 
ing now ſacred, which befoze were 
common:but not in regard ot their lub⸗ 
ſtance, which remaineth one aud the 
ſame fill. 

Q. But is it not ſaid of the bread, This 
is my body? and of the wire, This is my 
bloud ? And are not Chriſts words true? 

A. Pes, Chꝛiſts wozds are true, 
aͤnd becauſe they are true, therefoze the 
| Cſubfance of the bzead is not changed 
into the ſubKance of Chꝛiſts body; and 
ſo of the wine. 

Q. But is not God omnipotent? Can- 
not he change the ſubſtance of bread 
_ the ſubſtance of Chriſts ho- 

y? | 

A. God is omnipotent, and there- 
foze he cannot lye. But ſuch a change 
mult needs impozt and iniply a lpe: 

1. Chꝛiſts body is in heauen, and 
therefoze cannot be in earth, and in 
manp places at the ſame inſtant. 2. 
Chꝛius body was made of the ſub- 
{fance of the Uirgin, and therekoze 
not of the ſubſtance of a peece ol 
bzead. 


Q. Why doth Chriſt ſay then, This 
is my body? - 


26 T he grounds of 


A. He faith no mages 4 of this Sa- 
trament, then he doth of all the reſt, 
both of the old Teſtament, and of the 
New. Fozſq circumciſion is called the 
Conenant, being but a ſigne and ſeale 
of it: as Gen. 17. 10, 11. The Paſchall 
Wambe is called the Paſſeouer. Exod. 


12. 1 1. though it were but the ſacrifice 


and memoziall of the Paſſeoner, v. 27. 
So baptilme is called regeneration. 
Tit. 3. 5. though it be but a figne and 
ſcale of: it. And thus the Sacramentall 
bꝛead is called Chꝛiſts bodp: ſo that 
this is the conſtant language of the 
holy Ghoſt in all the ſacraments both 
ofthe ald and new Zeſfament to call 
the ſignes by the name of the thing ſtg⸗ 
nified, that we might not be deceined 
inthe meaning of the holy Ghoſts 
wozds. 

2. But are the Sacramentalll ele- 
ments bare ſignes? Doe they not worke 
grace effectually of themſelues? 

A. They neither wozke grace cffe- 
ſtually of themſelues, noz are they 
bare ſignes: but theſe ſignes are called 
by the name of the thing ſignified, fo 
fianifie that they are meanes oꝛdained 
of Chzilt to confirme to the faithfull 


. (ſd. oe 
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receiner the thing ſignified , not of 


themſelues, but by vertue of Chꝛiſts 
inſtitution, where the conditions of 


faith and repentance be obſeraed. 


©., Whatthen is euery man to doe, 
before he come to the Lords Table? 

A. Þe' muſt examine himſelfe: r. 
Cor. 1 1.28. 

2. Wherein is a man to examine 


| himſelfe? 


A. In two things: 1. touching his 


| knowledge of the Sacrament : 2.ton- 


ching his knowledge of himſelfe. 
2. What is a man to know touching 


the Sacrament of the Lords Supper? 


A. He muſt be able to diſcerne the 
1.03ds bodp. x Cor. 1 1.29. 
2. Howis that Lords body diſcer- 
ned? 

A. By two things : 1. by the out- 


ward elements of bead and wine as 


thep are conſecrated to an volp ble, 
which muſt not be reccined as tam⸗ 
mon bꝛead and wine: fecondip, by the 
analogy 02 p20po2tion which thep boore 
to Chꝛiſts body. 

2. What analogy or proportion do 


the conſecrated bread and wine hold 


with Chriſts body and bloud being re- 
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ceiued by the faith of the Communi- 


cant? 

A. A twofold pꝛopoꝛtion; one, in re⸗ 
fpect of the benefits of Chziſts body 
and blond to euerp faithfall receiuer, 
ſignified by the benefits which the bo- 

dp receiueth by 111 wine, the o⸗ 
ther pꝛopoztton in reſpeck of the com⸗ 
munion ot᷑ Chꝛiſts myſticall bodp ſigni⸗ 
fied by the nature of the bꝛead r wine. 

Q. What be the benefits which the 
body receiueth by the bread and wine? 

A. Theſe: Nouriſhment, ſtrength, 
und comfo2t, bzead ſtrengthening, and 
wine comfozting mans heart, and fo 
becomming one with our vodp. 

Q. What doe theſe ſignifie? 

A. That Chꝛiſts death receiued and 
applped by faith in the Sacrament, 
Both ſtrengthen our faith, and comfoꝛt 
our confciences in the pardon of dur 
finnes, and ſo nouriſheth vs to cfer- 
nall lite, Chꝛiſt becomming one my- 
fficali body with vs by faith, liuing in 
bs. Gal. 2-20. ä 

9. What is the other proportion, 
which the bread and wine doe beare of 
Chriſts body? 

A. CThep beare a pꝛopoztion of the 


— 
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communion of his myſkicall bodp. 

2. What call you Chriſts myſticall 
body ? 

A. The whole company of the faiths 
full eiect vnited in one myſticall body 1 Cor. 10, 
of Chzilt. 1 

Q: W herein ſtands their communion? 

A. Jn two things: in the vnion of 
eynerp true beteener to Chꝛiſt the head: 
2. In a tommunion with the members 
among themſelues, all iopned to that 

one Head. 
| ©. Howis euery member vnited to 
Chriſt the Head? 

A. Bythe holp Ghoſt, and by a holp 
faith. 1. Cor. 12. 1 2, 1 3. & Gal. 2. 20. 

2. How are all the myſticall mem- 
bers of Chriſt ynited in a communion 
| together, as of one body ? 

A. By char it p, and by the vnity of 
the ſpirit.Eph.4.2,3,4,5 6. 

Q. How doth the — bread 
and wine ſignifie or repreſent this com- 
munion of Chriſts myſticall members in 
one body ? 

A. As one and the ſame b1ead is 
made of manp graines, and one and 
the ſame mpſticall bovy of Chzilt is 
| made bp of manp members, even all 
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the raithfoll, whereof conſtlfs the holp 
Catholike Church, the Communion of 
Saints. 

O. What vſe make you of this know- 
ledge concerning the ſacramentall 
ſignes? 

— It leades me fo the examination 
ok aſecond knowtedge, namely, con- 
cerning my ſelfe,befoze J come to com⸗ 
municate at the Lozds Table? 

Q. Wbat are you chiefly to examine 
concerning your ſelfe before you come | 
to the Communion ? 

A. Two things eſpecially:mp faith, 
and my charity. 

Q. Why theſe two eſpecially ? 

A. Becauſe by hauing faith and cha- 
rity I tome to diſcerne the Loꝛds bo- 
dy, while by faith J am vnited to Chꝛiſt 
my head, and by charity to the myſti- 
call body of Chꝛiſt, the rommunion of 
Saints. 

Q. How is your faith to be examined? 

A. By the nature of ſauing kaith, and 
by the fruits of it. 

Jou ſhewed me before the na- 
ture of ſauing and iultifying faith, which 
you muſt examine in your ſelfe, whether 
it be truely in you or no, according to 


| 
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that of the Apoſtle. 2. Cor. 12.5. Tell me 
therefore what be the ſpeciall fruits and 
ſignes of ſauing faith? 

A. They are eſpectally two; to wit, 
. repentance and charity, 

Q. What is true repentance ? 

A. If is a godly ſozrow 2 cauſing re- 


pentante bnfo ſaluation not to be re- 


pented of. 2.Cor.7.10. | 
2. Why is it called a godly ſorrow ? 
A. Becanſo it is a fozrow fo ſinne 
wꝛought in the heart by Gods Spirit, 
it being agiftof God. 2. Becauſe this 
ſozrow mourneth moze foz Gods diſ- 
honour, then our owne by-fins, c moze 
fo2 Gods Law bꝛoken, then fo; the pu» 
nifhment deſerued. 3. While we gine 
God the whole glozy in the ſ&ktng 
pardon of ſinne, taking to our ſelues 
the whole ſhame. 4. While in a ſincere 
purpoſe andendeauour fo2 amendment 
werather chuſe to ſuffer the tozments 
of hell, then afreſh to ſin againſf God. 
2. How doth godly forrew. differ 
from worldly 7 
= Both in the kind, and in the end 
ok it. | | 
A How differ they in kind? 
A. Wozldly (ozrow is acarnall and 


Pal. 3 1.4. 


be grounds of 
legall re pentante, loking mainelp at 


the puniſhment of finne , ſuch was a- 


habs and Judas his repentance , but 
godly ſozrow is enangelicall , loking 
thꝛough the ſpectacles of faith vpon a, 
father offended by our ſinne, but ap- 
peaſed in Chꝛiſt. 

Ho doe godly and worldly or- 
row differ in thꝛir end? 

A. Godlp ſoꝛrow cauſeth repentance 
fo ſaluation, neuer to be repentedof ; 
buf woꝛldly ſozrow cauſeth death. 


Q. How's this godly ſorrow a fruit | 


of ſauing fairh ? 


A. Becauſe a man can neuer fozrow -| 


godly, tiil he belue in CThꝛiſt the re⸗ 
deemer, ſo as looking on Chzift the 
Sauiour withthe eve of faith. he there- 


withall reflects vpon Himſelfe, as the 


ſinner ſaued by Ch21ft. 

2. What is the ſecond ſpeciall fruit 
and ſigne of ſauing faith? 

A. Charity out of a pure heart, and 


of agodconicience, and of faith vnfat- , | 


ned. 1. Tim. 1.5. 
Q: What be the chiefe obiects of true 

charity? that is, whom doth true charity 

chiefly reſpectẽ 

A. An the ficſtplace, our charity re- 
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fo helpe them i 


proofe of our loue ? 


A. Mot in a bare pꝛokeſſton: but we 
muſt pꝛoue it firſt by our inward fer- 
uent affection, as alſo by the manp re- 
all fruits of lone , louing not in wozd 
onely,but in ded and in truth. 
Wat els are you to examine in 
your ſelfe before you come to the Lords 


Supper? 


C 


ſpecteth God in Chziſt, loning him a- 
bone all, fo2 the manikeſtation of the 
riches ok his gloꝛzp and grace inelecing 
and redeeming vs: 1. Iob. 4. 19. 2. Our 
charitie loks vpon our bzethzen and 
fellow⸗ members in Chziſt, who beare 
his image, foz which ſake we lone 
them as truelp and intirelp as our 
owne ſoules. This charity being the 
badge ofa true belæuer. 1. Ioh. 2. 14. 
16,17, 19. 3. Dur charitie reacheth 
lo ſtrangers, yegto our very enemies, 
rtremity, and fo p2ap 
| foz their connerſfon. And 4. we mull 
| hanean intireloue fs God- ward, and 
to his miniſters, accounting their keet 
beautifull , that bzing vs the glad ti⸗ 
dings of ſaluation. 
2i. But many profeſſe loue to God 
and to the brethren, wherein ſtands the 


A. J 


1 Toh 3. 
172 8. 


| Mat.s, | 


A. J mult ſtirre bp mpheart fo & 


ſpiritual hunger and thirſt after Chziſf 
in the Sacrament, becauſe accoꝛding to 
this hunger I ſhall be ſatiſfied with his 


[wetnes, and ſhall feelingly finde him 


a Daviour of life vnto mp ſoule. 


2. How may your ſpirituall appetite | 


be ſtirred vp to hunger after Chriſt in 


the Sacrament ? 


A. By finding mine owne emptines; 
and how Wzetched 5 am without 
Chꝛiſt, and how bleff#d in him: this 
muſt be by ſound — and hny- 


miliation. 
2. What concluſion doe you draw | | 
from this duty of examination before 


the Sacrament ? 

A. Firſt, hence J learne, that the ſa⸗ 
crament is a high mpſterp, and ſtrong 
meat, fo2 men of ripe peares hauing 
their wits exerciſed to difcerne good 
and enill. 2. That no ignozant pers 
ſons . ſuch as cannot giue a reaſon of 


their faith, noz of the nature and vſe of 
the Sacrament, map be admitted to the 


4oꝛds Table. 
Well, comming thus duly prepared, 


whatare you to doe inthe time of Ad- 


miniſtration : 2 
E 
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A. J am fo meditate of Chziſts death, 
by the things J ſe and heare : of the 
wonderfull lone of God fowards me a 
pee wzetched ſinner, in that he ſpa- 
red not his Bon, but gaue him bp fo 

death foz me, that J by belening in 
him might line fo2 ener, that as by my 
body J recetne, eate, and dzinke the 
bꝛead and wine, (o by faith J receive 
and fed vpon Chꝛiſt, taſting howſiwet 
the Lo2d is to my ſoule: and that J tir 
bp mp heart to be exceeding thankefull 
foꝛ ſo pꝛecious benefits,as Pl. 103.1.&c 
.2. What are you to doe after you 


haue receined the Sacrament ? 


A. J muſt endeauour fo walk in the 
ſtrength of that ſpiritual meat, as Eli⸗ 
as did, vntill J come to the mount of 
God, the kingdome of heauen. 
2. Will receiving the Lords Supper 
once in the yeare , or fo, ſufficiently 
| ftrengthen a man for his whole life, as 
baptiſme is but once adminiſtred? 
A. No, the compariſon holds net. a 
ſcience is but once grafted, as we into 
Ch iſt by baptiſme, but muſt be often 
nouriſhed as in often hearing of the 
Wozd, and often communicating at 
the Lozds Table,fo;(ſaiththe Apoſtle) 
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as often as pe eat this bꝛead, and dzink 
this cup, ve ſhew the Loꝛds death till 
be come: whereby he teacheth vs to 
frequent the Lozds Table vpon all cc- 
caſions, and conſtantlp to continue the 


remembzance of his death, that ſo we 


map be kept watching and waiting foz 
that appearing looking foz and ha⸗ 
ſting vnto the comming of the day 
of God, that we map bee found of 


him in peace, without ſpot and blame- 


leſle. 

2. What other duty is requiſite for 
a Chriſtian to practiſe, that he may grow 
in grace? 

A. To tall vpon God in all occaſt- 
ons. 
Q. When muſt we pray eſpecially ? 

A. Though we are to pꝛap continn- 
nuallp, pet eſpecially we are fo keepe 
conſtant times mozning and evenings 
as Plal.g5.17.& 92.2. | 

2. To whom muſt we pray ? 

A. To God alone in the name of 
Chꝛiſt: foz Chziſt taught vs to pzay; 
Dur Father, ec. 

Q: May wee not alſo pray to Saints | 
departed, and to the Angels in hea- | 
uen? 


o 


Ii! 


A. No, in no wiſe. 
©. Why? 
A. Becauſe pꝛaper is a diuine woz- 
hip of God alone. Foz whom we call 


ppon by pꝛaper, we belcue alſo in 


him. Rom. 10. 14. But we map not be · 
lene in Saints and Angels. 
Q. But may we not make Saints and 


Angels our Mediators of interceſſion to 


God for vs, in the Court of hea. 
wen ? 

A. No: foꝛ there is but one Media⸗ 
tour betweene God and man , Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt. 2. Tim. 2.5. In his name what- 


ſoeuer weaske the Father, he will giue 


it vs. And Chꝛiſt alone is our inter- 
ceſſour in heauen. Rom. 8. 24. He is dur 
onely high pꝛieſt, who hath entred into 
heauen, now to appeare in the pzeſence 
none can bee our Mediatour o2 In⸗ 
ferceſſour in heauen, but onely our 
Migh Pzieſt, which is Chziſt. Heb. 9. 


. | 


9, But may we not be ſtirred by pi- 
ctures and images of God, and of Chriſt, 
and the like, and ſo before them pray 


vnto God? | 
| C | As 203 
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A. Mo, in no ſozt, foz this is flatly a5 
gainſt the ſecond commandement 
Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelfe any 
grauen image, ec. 

Q.; But may we not pray before them, 
though we pray not vnto them, but vnto 
God repreſented by them ? 

A. No: foꝛ we are fozbidden fo make 
any mage 02 picture of God at all; 
much leſſe are we to wozthip God i in 93 
bp it. Deut. 4. 1 5, 16. 

Q. True, God forbad them to make 
no ſimilitude of him, becauſe they ſaw 
noforme of God inthe mount? But may 


we not make the picture of Chriſt, and 


ſa pray before it, or a crucifixe ? 

A. No,in no wiſe ; fo2 to make 
ſuch a picture, were to make a lie, be. 
cauſe a falſe repꝛeſentation: foꝛ firſt no 
man now foz16.hundzed pears almoſt, 
euer ſaw Chzifts body as he was be⸗ 
foze his death. And ſecondly no mo2tall 
eye can behold his face in heauen, 


which pallcth the bzightnes of the ſun. 


And thirvly , though we had the true 
picture of his body pet it is not lawfull 
to pꝛap befoze it, as hauing no warrant 


the (ſecond commandement. 


in Scripture foz it but againſt it, as in 
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A2 But may we not pray fer our 

friends departed ? : 
A. No, it is vaine, becanſe all that 
die goe immediately either to heauen, 

. 02 to hell. When Dauids child was 
dead, he ceaſed pꝛaping foz it, ſaping, 
Whereforc ſhould I faſt or pray any lon- 
ger. And tyercis no example noz rule 
in Scripture fo2 paying foz men de- 
parted, ſo as it is againſt our faith in 
Gods wozd. 

2. But is there not a third and mid- 
dle pla place, namely Purgatory,where fouls 
muſt be purged before they come into 

- heanen, into which no vncleane thing 
Can enter. 

A. Purgatozy is a mere denice of 
mans bzaine to pick fols purſes, who 
mult pay ſweetly foꝛ ſo many maſſes foz 
their friends ſoules. And it is a blaſ- 
phemous deetrine, deſtroping the blod 
of Chziſt, which alone doth purge ene- 

rp true bel&ner from all his ſins. 1 Toh. 

1.7. It leaues neither ſpot,no2 wzinkle , 
no2 anp ſuch thing, Epb. 5. 27. And foz 

Purgatozy it is not ſo much as once 
named in all the Scripture, as heauen 
and hell are. And if purgatozp 62 any 
materiall fire could purge awap ſinne, 
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as it neuer can:then Chꝛiſts blod was 
ſpilt needlefly and in vaine. And it is 
againſt nature foz a materiall firs to 
wozk byon a ſpiritnall ſubſtance , as 
mans ſoule is, 

2. Isfaithin Chriſt then ſafficient to 
Carry a man ſtraight to heauen ? 

A. Pes ſurely ; foz to Chzilt ſaith, 

loh.5.24- 


. But no man is faued out of the 


Church: which is thenthe true Church 
of Chriſt viſible ? 

A. That Church whoſe faith is 
guided by the onely rule of Gods 
Woz2d, and hath the due adminiftratt- 
on of the Sacraments. 

Q. Cannot that be a true Church of 
of Chriſt viſible, which denyeth the 
Scriptures to be the onely rule of faith? 

A. It cannof. Becauſe the onelp 
rule to know the true Church bp, is the 
Scripture. Secondly, becanſe humane 
Traditions being againſt the Wozd 
of God, and pet added to it, as an equal 


rule of faith, and of cquall authozity, | 


quite razeth the foundation of faith. 
Wecauſe ſuch Traditions deſtrop the 


Scriptures; and in vaine do ſuch wo: | 


Hip to God; teaching foz dogrines 


— 
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the tommandements ot men, Mar. 7.7. 
And will wozſhip ſeparates from 
Chꝛiſt. Col. 2. 19, 23. 

A. But is not that a true, yea and the 
onely true Church of Cbriſt on earth 
viſible, which hath one viſible head as 
the Pope? 

A. No. Such is neither the onely 
true Church, no noꝛ yet a true mem 
ber of the true Church of Chzilt viſiblg 
on earth. 

©, Why ſo? 

A. Becauſe ſuch a viſible Bead muſt 
needs be the great Antichziff , who 
- bLſurpes that title and office which 
is proper to Chziſt alone: fo ſuch 


a one, as the Pope, ſaith in effect, Mat. 24. 


* Jam Chzift, becauſe hee takes vp- 
on him all the offices and pzeroga- 
tines of Chꝛiſt ouer his Church. Yo 
vſurpes Chziſts Kingly office , chal- 
lenging fnubiecion of all men, great 
and ſmall vnder paine of damnation. 
Secondly , hee vlurpes Chziſts pꝛo⸗ 
pheticall office challenging a freedome 
from, and an impoſſibility of erring x 
a power fo determine all matters of 
faith. Zhirdiy, the Pope blurpeth 
Chzilts Pzieſtlp office, in challeging a 


2 
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plenary power to pardon ſinnes, and in 


maſſe to be ap2opitiatozy ſacrifice foz 
quick and dead. And thus he is that 
Antichziſt ſpoken of, 2. Theſ. 2. who 
ſheweth himſelfe that he is God. 


Q., What becomes then of that body, 


which cleaues to ſuch a head? 
- A. He is ſo powerfull in all deceines 
ablenes of vnrighteouſnes, and hypa⸗ 


bnto him, ſuchas are poſſeſſed with a 
ſtrong deluſion, to bel&ne lies, that 
they all might be damned who belceued 
nat the truth, but had pleaſure in vn- 
righteoulneſſe, 2 Theſ. 2. 

2. But is not that the onely true 
Church of Chriſt viſible which only can 
ſhew a viſible & vninterrupted ſucceſſi- 
on of Biſhops ſitting in Peters chaire, e- 
uer ſince the Apoſtles times? Is not this 
viſtbility of ſucceſſion an infallible mark 
of the true Church of Chriſt vaſible? 


A. Yo ſurelp: foz firſt, fo2 Peters 


chaire, thats but made of cunning net 
wozk, to incloſe and catch the filly fiſh, 
And if ener Peter had bene Biſhop of 
Rome, what is Peters chaire without 
Peters faith and doctrine * They haue 


ſetting bp a bzeaden Chziſt in the 
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quite deffroycd Peters doctrine, 2 pet. 
5-2, who ſaid,fed the flocke of God, ac. 


taking the onerſight of it, not by con⸗ 
ſtraint, but willinglp,not foz filthy ly- 


tre, but of a ready mind, neither as 


being Loꝛds ouer Gods heritage, but 
being enſamples to the flocke. But the 
Pope and his Clergy doe quite con- 


trarp. 


Setondlp, biſible ſacceſſion of Bi- 
hops is no true mark ofa true Church 
of Chꝛiſt, vnleſſe it can ſhew a true ſuc- 
teſſion of doctrine from the Apoſtles 
w2itings. Foz may not errours and 


hereſies cr&@pe vpon the ſame particu 


lar viſible Church, and ſo in time in. 
ſenſibly like a gangrene, eate into the 
verp heart of it, and ſo leaue it nothing 
but the bery carcaſſe ofa Church, as it 
bath: done with the Church of Rome ? 
Thirdly, the ſucceſſſon of Romiſh 
Biſhops hath had manpinterruptions, 
ſoas the chaire hath bene empty foz 


. many yeres together, the bodp wan- 


ting a head, oz els hauing ſometimes 
two, ſometimes the heads at once, 
while thze Popzs were at once. Once 
a woman Pope made the interruptt- 
„And ſo manphereticall Popes, ſo 
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many Simoniacall, ſo many ercrci- 
fing diabolicall artes, haue made a 


fearfull interruption, neuer to be made 
bp againe. a 


— — — 


2. But how can the Proteſtant Chun- 


ches proue themſelues true Churches, 
while they cannot ſhew an vninterrup- 
ted line of ſucce ſſion of ſuch and ſuch 
Doctours, as haue from age to age 
conueyed the Doctrine of Chriſt and 
of his Apoſtles downe to our very 
times ? 

A. This is as frinolons, as it 
would be a fedions taske. It ſniff- 
ceth vs, that we can chew our faith to 
be enidently grounded vpon the do- 
crine of the Apoſtles, and ſo we are 
fure wee ſucceede them in their do⸗ 
trine and faith, though perhaps wee 
cannot punctually and particularly 
number vp all thoſe Doctonrs , by 
whom we haue receiued it from hand 
to hand. It ſafficeth we haue our eui⸗ 
dences to ſhew our title and right ta 
dur inheritance. Let thoſe that want 
the euidentes of Scripture , which 
we haue, p2oue their p2ofended title 
by along bead? 
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ow of perſonall ſuccefſi- * | - 
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fures to pꝛoue our faith and religion 
bp, and we need lerke no further, thongh 
wee could ſhew how our faith hath 
bene p2ofeſſed in all ages from the f- 
poſtles dapes. | 

9. If it be ſo; how comes it, that 
the Romiſh Prieſts and Ieſuites doe ſo 
ſtand vpon ſucceſſion, and put vs to 
proue our religion by naming ail thoſe 
Doctours in all ages, who from one to 
another haue brought our religion home 
to our doores ? 

A. This is a mecre ſhift, whereby 
thep gull and begnile ſilly ſoules, and 
ſo they gaine time in exacting that, 


which thep themlelues are neuer a⸗ 


ble to ſhew on their part. Foz they 
cannot exactly tell the punctuall time, 
wherein all their errours, and num⸗ 


berleſſe ceremontes entred into their 


Church, noz can they tell the authozs 
of them-perfectly. It infficeih that the 
enuious man, Satan vid ſow ſo many 
tares in that ficld, white the hnſband- 
men, dzowned in lenſualitie, were taſk 
aſlepe. Pet all that while, God had 
his Church, thongh perſecuted here 
and there by Antichziſt and his follow- 
ers: which Church bleſſed be God we 
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Pꝛoteſkants in England now a long 
time hane iniored, and p2ap and 
truſt we ſhall eniop to thecomming of 
' Jeſus _ Cuen ſo come 102 


Jelus. Amen. 
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To my louing and be- 
loued Friends and Neighbours, 
the Pariſhioners of S. Matthem⸗ 


Friday ſtreet, increaſe of Grace in 


the knowledge of Teſus 
Chriſt. 


N 


8 % late, yet now at length I 


\ 


py 2 of louing neighbors, though 


C7 


— 
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— 5 WAGE) preſent jou with a Dedica« 
9 tion, ſmall in bulke but for 
e he /ubtance weighty , be- 
ing the ſumme of thoſe doctrines which you 
haue heard me deliner in the conrſe of my 
miniſteriall change; ſo as both you may 
more properly challenge an intereſt here- 
in then others: and my ſelſe may more 
bolaly preſame of an acceptance at your 
hands, of whoſe patience and loue towards 
my poore miniſtry I haue had ſo plentiful 
proofe. The Preacher ſaith , The words of 
the wiſe are as goads, and as nayles ſaſte- 
ned by the maſters of aſſemblies,which are 
ginew by one ſhepheard, I therefore haue 


collected theſe ſhort notes to be as nayles to 
Re Ro all 27 


eruute 


Nſten the maine doctriues (which you haue 
heard, and here may ſee) vpon your belee- 
wing begrts,and as goades , to quichęen vp 
your n willing affettions to the per- 


febting of holinefſe in the feare of God. And 


becaufe it is the duty of faithſull parents to A 
propagate and conney the knowledge of 


Chriſt vnto their children and families, as 
Abraham did: I therefore commend theſe 
grounds to your Chriftian care, to the end 
Jon may tbe more eafily inſtruct jour fami- 
lies in them, that you with yours being built 
pon the rocke of truth, may be eftabliſhed 
in the beliefe and lone of the ſam: againſt 


the windes of errour, ard wanes of hereſie, 


till you arriue on the hauen of eternal reſt, 4 


which is in Ieſus Chrift : which that you 
may doe, it ſhall be the daily prayer, and 
dntifull indeauour of 


. your vnworthy, but faithful 
and louing Paſtor, 


Henry Burton, 


* 
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